
Piece 2: Remix Art  

 

Looking at the work and the inspiration behind remix artist makes me think, aren’t all artist in 

their own way a form of a remix artists. At least we all start out as one in some way. As we as 

artists are learning and producing our work from the beginning we gather inspiration from 

other people who we like the look of and style of and give our own spin off it.  When we see an 

artists’ work that we like we try and recreate it making it our own, making it our own little spin 

off. Or taking bits of style from a number of artists, they way one applies the paint, the type of 

painting medium, what type of patterns it creates, the thickness of the paint, what the subject 

matter actually is. Taking each one of these different things from different artists and putting 

them together makes one self somewhat of a remix artist. So in the beginning its difficult to 

deny the fact that all artists kind of do start off as remix artist and some continue to be so 

throughout their career. Instead of creating their own unique style which is difficult to go 

through with, remix artists simply create their own style by combining others artists working 

with their own work making it all one big mash up.       

The first time I heard a music artists work being featured in another song I thought they copied 

them and was kind of like I can’t believe she copied them and spun it off as her own, but then I 

realized this happens all the time and people get inspiration or bluntly copy it and change one 

or two things. I saw this in my favourite band Evanescence in the song Lacrymosa, the music 

was from Mozart’s Lacrimosa. Evanescence change the I to y  and put a electric guitar to it and 

gave their own spin off to it with Amy lees lyrics. At first I’ve only heard the Evanescence 

version of the song and then I was listing to some Mozart as you do and I came across the 

original version of the song and I was amazed.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzqybMSKi4I Evanescence. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1-TrAvp_xs Mozart. 

Many many artists do this, they change a thing or two, put their own spin on it and it is theirs. It 

was simply inspired by another artists work.  

Jim Jarmusch : 

Nothing is original. Steal from anywhere that resonates with inspiration or fuels your 

imagination. Devour old films, new films, music, books, paintings, photographs, poems, dreams, 

random conversations, architecture, bridges, street signs, trees, clouds, bodies of water, light 

and shadows.  Select only things to from that speak directly to your soul. If you do this, your 

work (and theft) will be authentic. Authenticity is invaluable; originally is non-existent. And don’t 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzqybMSKi4I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1-TrAvp_xs


bother concealing your thievery-celebrate it if you feel like it. In any case, always remember – 

what Jean-Luc said: “it’s not where you take things from- it’s where you take them to. 

Jarmusch speaks the truth, because everyone does it. Anything original has basically been done 

and dusted and turned into a remix.  

The artist Chad Wys has this way of pushing things forward in his remix art. Wys takes historical 

and classic paintings and brings them up a notch with adding in the contemporary forms, that’s 

what makes a difference. Looking at his work they aren’t all that unique, he adds in some 

brightly coloured paint covering majority of the painting, along with a porcelain statue covering 

it in spikes or dripping paint down it’s face. They are classic works with a abstract twist that’s 

what Wys is creating, he has a knack for combining dissimilar elements in ways that create 

surprising and thought provoking new artistic directions.   

Wys eliminates the idea of boundaries between the period of when the art work was make and 

brings modern and ancient together and makes them hold hands to create a new and often 

harmonious relationship that wouldn’t be discovered without his experimentations.   

Chad Wys: 

”My artwork is also, at its core, an experimentation in composition, color, and form,” says Wys. 

“Through a variety of mixed media I have chosen as my inspiration a color palette that is at 

times complimentary and at other times purposfully contradictory, or seemingly destructive. 

The literal destruction of an object is secondary, in my mind, to the overall effect created by 

color (dis)harmony and the overall aesthetic-emotional experience of the reclaimed and 

reinvented object. I openly play with the allure of foreign and aggressive new colors and forms, 

inviting them into otherwise familiar and traditional settings. Barriers and obstacles are thereby 

erected between the viewer and the object through which one must negotiate an 

understanding of what is both present and hidden. What does the creation of new meaning tell 

us about old meanings, or meaning in general?” 

 

Wys enjoys that fact that his art is destructive. From the film Donnie Darko ‘Destruction is a 

form of creation’ he takes on that idea and creates it. Where others see the destruction of fine 

work, Wys sees creation, art and making it something more, something odd, something 

strangely beautiful.   

Chad Wys: 

Deconstruction is a significant part of my thought process in and out of the studio. 

  



 

 

sight line,  paint on found print and frame 
2013 9.5" x 8" x 1" 

This is bound to be one of his works that 
frustrate me the most, because all I see it as 
is an image online that takes it’s sweet time 
to load. For as much as I hate this piece I love 
it at the same time.  

It’s kind of like how history takes time to load 
and the connection between the past and the 
present. Showing a psychical piece from 
something that would been created so long 
ago and having it look like it’s still loading in 
the present. On a computer instead of real 
life. It could even be a stab at how we are 
now so dependent on computers, but also 

how computers allow those who use them to see so many things around the world that they 
would have never gotten to see and experience to an extent. Seeing so many artworks through 
computers instead of travelling to world at a pricey cost, but the difficultly is that some photos 
will and may just take their sweet time to load and I believe that this is represented through 
this painting. 

I love the fact that he finds works, things that people would have thrown away and thought 
nothing of. Then here comes Wys and makes something beautiful of it and sells it for a hefty 
price. That is what’s so perfect about his work, he finds the pieces, people trash and he turns it 
into treasure.   

 

 

thrift store portrait of a boy with stripes, paint on found print 
and frame 2013 26" x 22" x 1.5" 
 

I love that he covers the frame along with the print. The way 

the paint completely blocks out the print underneath along 

with the frame is done perfectly, it’s somewhat hypnotic 

staring at it. Tricking your mind in believe that the print is just 



being covered and can be removed, but it can’t it’s not computer generated it’s real. 

 

 

deleted chinese vase, paint on found ceramic 2011 
12" x 4.5" (diameter) 

 

I find this to be another very interesting piece, it is 

so bizarrely simply that it works. All he did was 

paint over the pattern and it works. It’s like the vase 

was painted backwards doing the intricate detailed 

work on the inside and having the base coat on the 

outside. It’s like its symbolising how important 

order is, without order everything with turn into 

chaos and not be as visual appealing as one can see 

here.      

He takes something beautiful that would have 

taken hours to complete and strips it all back to it’s 

raw form. To the basics of what it once was, it 

sounds crazy but yet it works so well. It is so 

interesting to think of the meaning behind it, what made him come up with this way of working 

with art. Striping things back, dripping paint on works, blocking out, doing basically whatever 

comes to mind. This form of remix art is beautiful, he’s not repainting the prints or re-sculpting 

the  sculptures, no. He is taking what has been created, thought out and made and throwing his 

twist on it. Giving the work a Wys feeling, a Wys effect, making the work his own.  

Some people may see his way of work as silly and cheating, a form of stealing. But it’s simply 

not, it is simply remix art, a form that allows artist to use other artist s works as they own as 

long as there is a twist to it, not just bluntly copying and claiming it as ones own.  

Chad Wys is a perfect example of remix art. 
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